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sacrifice to the corruption or folly of the managers; and
therefore, because the opposers of peace have been better
informed by what they have since heard and seen, they have
changed their battery, and accused the ministers for betray-
ing the Dutch.

The Lord Raby, Her Majesty's ambassador at The Hague,
having made a short journey to England, where he was
created Earl of Strafford, went back to Holland about the
beginning of October, one thousand seven hundred and
eleven, with the above preliminaries, in order to com-
municate them to the Pensionary, and other ministers of the
States. The Earl was instructed to let them know, "That
the Queen had, according to their desire, returned an an-
swer to the first propositions signed by Mons. Torcy,
signifying, that the French offers were thought, both by Her
Majesty and the States, neither so particular nor so full as
they ought to be; and insisting to have a distinct project
formed, of such a peace as the Most Christian King would
be willing to conclude : that this affair having been for some
time transacted by papers, and thereby subject to delays,
Mons. Mesnager was at length sent over by France, and had
signed those preliminaries now communicated to them:
that the several articles did not, indeed, contain such par-
ticular concessions as France must and will make in the
course of a treaty; but that, however, Her Majesty thought
them a sufficient foundation whereon to open the general
conferences.

"That Her Majesty was unwilling to be charged with
determining the several interests of her allies, and therefore
contented herself with such general offers as might include
all the particular demands, proper to be made during the
treaty; where the confederates must resolve to adhere firmly
together, in order to obtain from the enemy the utmost that
could be hoped for, in the present circumstances of affairs;
which rule, Her Majesty assured the .States, she would, on
her part, firmly observe."

If the ministers of Holland should express any uneasiness,
that Her Majesty may have settled the interests of her own
kingdoms, in a future peace, by any private agreement, the
ambassador was ordered to say, "That the Queen had
hitherto refused to have the treaty carried on in her own